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and it is therefore a critical gue

(Low and Gleeson, 1998, p. 102).

AThe earth is not dying,
she is being killed.
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Have names and addresses. 0
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searching at onpoint, as my thesis supervisor professor Pieter Leroy pointed out many titises
thesis has beenstudyof progress, developmeranda questor comprehensiveesearchwhich does
not end with this writing text.
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Summary

As of 2010, ndustrializedcountries who rectified thKyoto Protocoldid not meet theigreenhouse

gas (GHG)emission targetsnote v e n  wi t-she tt 6h eéntuoalefelaping countries through

the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). The CDM aims at investing in sustainable development
projects in developing countries through finance®\ofiex | (industrializedcountrie$ who in turn,

earn credits whic they ca use to offset theirGHG emission targets. However, the CDM has been
criticized heavily with regards to environmental integrity, sustainable development, technology
transfer and justice issudsurthermore, as GHG emissions are currently growing, the diievate
change protoco(Kyoto Protocolexpires in 201R will include a GHG abatement mechanism for
developing countries: Reduction of Emissions of Deforestation and Degradation (RE®B)Ch
efforts are coseffective and efficientHowever, alsdhis mechanismmay faceproblemsrelated to
equity in terms of indigenous peoplend their rights Some other countries have proposed other
mechanisms to combat or adapt to climate chaingkiding developing countries such as Ecuador.

Ecuador, a less develeg country in South America, remaidspending ompetroleum exports, which
havenot led to economic growth and diversification, did not reduce poverty and inegbatityad
strongenvironmental impact¢dowever, a large petroleum reserves were confirmedhe Yasuni
National Park of Ecuador, one of the mbgidiverse hotspots ithe world,Ecuador has proposed
indefinitely keepalmost a billion barrels of petroleum underground, if the international community
contributes with at leastalf of the opprtunity cost of exploiting the petroleum. An internationally
administrated fund with UNbarticipation will be created and invested exclusively in conservation,
renewable energy and soctidvelopment. The proposal has already received significant suippurt
international institutiongzuropean governments, NGOs and personalities worldwide.

Given the limits of petroleum reserves, the Yaduifdi initiative opens alternativetowards
sustainable development in the country, allowing a transition towardstpeimleum societyand
promoting ways towards human development within the limits of biodiversity conservatim.
proposal, which can be replicated by other developing countries with fossil fuel reserves in biodiverse
areasmay opennew alternativegor postKyoto negotiations with binding commitments for several
developingcountries, and simultaneously addresses global warming, biodiversity loss, and poverty.

This thesisaims at analysing and assessing whether the Y4iBUinhitiative can be condered as an
alternative pilot project to address not only environmental and climate justice, bupaisy
imbalancesCurrent and proposed climate change mechanisms such as the CDM and REDD, as well
as the history of Ecuador are being examinamativatiionsof the initiative.Such motivations include
injustice aspects as well as how the petroleum industry has affected the country severely in terms of
environment, society, economy and politid@hesemotivationsand the YasuriTT Initiative are
therefoe carefully examined in relation to environmental and climate justice as wedbvasr
imbalancesThis objective is laid out in two main research questions:

1. To what extent, and based on whinletivations does the Yaswhi T Initiative address
environmatal and climate justice angower imbalance

2. Can the YasuHdiTT Initiative be perceived as an alternative pilot project which addresses
environmental and climate justice, as wellpasver imbalances

Different theories regardingower imbalancesnvironmenal justiceand climate changgustice are
explored However, as it became apparent that environmental and climate justice are difficult to define
as it is more a philosophical term, equity has been used instead of justice. The theories being explored
include: critical theory (Marxism) in which power structures are relevant to examine; arguments for
equity in relation to which groups of society need to be protected; environmental equity with
intergenerationakll species and international componeptipheralization with which the allocation

of environmental damaging industries in marginalized areas are being criticized; and climate equity
which is a relative new concept and examines different approaches and principles of how climate
mechanisms areonstructedn relation to equityWith these theoriegvaluation criteriare createdo
evaluatethe differentclimate change mechanisms equity issues

VI



This qualitativeresearch encompasses a single case study, being Yasuiowever, other climiz

change mechanisnmare been taken amotivationsfor the creation of the single case (Yaslint
Initiative). In addition, this study is characterised by using lettpostand ex anteevaluations as

some climate change mechanisms or aspects of theatr@agely in practice, and some mechanisms or
aspects are nget It is important to mention that the philosophical background of critical theory ,used

for this research, influences the research methods and methodology. This in the sense that the
researchemctively tries to change imbalances of power through and with her research. As such,
subjectivism and values are bound to this research. Yet, this research also aims to be objective by
examining different views and by describing all relevant aspects,iketi@y are negative in relation

to the YasuniTT Initiative.

In chapter fouiit becomes apparent thifile internationainotivationsof the YasundTT Initiative, the
different climate change mechanisragddress environmental and climate equitgifferentmanners.

Many of those mechanisms however do not address equity aspeasehensivelyChapterfive
concludes that theational developments &cuadomregarding powedistribution as well apolitical,
economical, social, and environmental facthi@ve been rather negativéhe extraction based
economy model of Ecuador has had profound impacts on different factors of the country. Therefore,
the country would like to transform its extraction based economy model into a sustainable
development one, bittdoes not have the resources to do so.

Finally, it becomes apparent that th@suntITT Initiative aims at comprehensively tackle different
problems such as biodiversity loss, clima&hange, poverty and inequity. Howewie participation
of certainstakeholders (mainlydigenous peoples) is lacking whibhs a profound negative effect on
the participatory process of the initiative, and therefmgly a negative effect on the equity notion
This may also be problematic on the long run as indigepeoples feel left out and the relationship
between certain indigenous peoples and the government is already unséedblhe YasunilTT
Initiative may addressnany aspects of environmental and climate eghitgugh the implementation
of different progctsbetter than other climate change mechanidrhe value of the initiative may be

much higher than other climate change mechanibemauset hr ough it | Ecuador 6s

position and power may even increase.

VIii
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1 Introduction; subject and design of the study
1.1  Introduction

Copenhagen, December 2009: ridoleaders came together to decide upon a new climate change
protocol since the Kyoto Protocol, tlealy international agreement on combating climate change, is
due to expire in 201 Different scientific institutions, such as the Intergovernmental HFanéllimate

Change (IPCC), suggest that the stabilisation of the climate system should be ard@d 1.5
temperature increase. To remain around thiSClL.bold decisionsmust be ma&. World leaders
acknowledge that the world is facing serious problemseeltd climate change. Yet, they did not
manage to come to a new legally binding protoBaveloping countries are getting impatient and
angry as they will have to face the most the negative effects of climate change such as drought, floods
and frestwatershortages, even if the stabilizatiohthe climate isaroundl.5°C.

The Kyoto Protocol has been cr iThis, sincedewelopedi t h r e
countries who rectified the protocol did not meet their greenhouse gas (GHG) emiggts ti so
far,noteven wi t-hettéhei nmwesft ment s i n developing count
Clean Development Mechanism (CDMloreover, the GHG emissions are still rising over three
percent per yearThe CDM aims at investing in sastable development projects in developing
countries through finances of developed countries who in turn, earn credits which they can use to off
set their GHG emission targets. However, the CDM has been criticized heavily with regards to
environmental intgrity, sustainable development, technology transfer and justice issues.

Currently, deforestation and degradatigsuesare not included in the Kyoto Protocdlhe
scientific evidencehowever, ofthe negativeeffects of forest lossn the climate systemns growing
Forests, particularly tropal forestsfunction as carbon sinkandtherefore CQis released into the
atmospheravhen they are clearedhe rate of deforestation and degradation is however growing
rapidly in developing countries. In responslifferent countrieshave proposedthat a new GHG
abatementmechanismfor developing countries should be included in the {fgsito Protocal
Reductions of Emissions of Deforestation and Degradation (REDD). Rt atcombatingforest
loss in developingountries through funds frodevelopedcountries Although the mechanism has not
been implemented yet, critiques upon REDD already emerged, dealing with the lack of concern given
to indigenous people living in forest are&ame other countries have propdsther mechanisms to
combat or adapt to climate change, including developing countries such as E@B&r 2007;
MartinezAlier and Temper, 20Q@arket et al., 200%Btern, 200Y.

Ecuador a less developed country in South America, is motivatembrabat climate change as it is
compelled tadeal with the increasing temperature effamighe melting glaciersf the Andes, fresh
water shortages, drought and sea level fi$& country, howeveremains dependent of petroleum
exports, which have noedl to economic growth and diversification, did not reduce poverty and
inequality, but had strong environmental impacts. As large petroleum reserves were confirmed in the
Yasuni National Park of Ecuador, one of the most biodiverse hotspots in the Amaagitanand
the world, the countryhas proposed to indefinitely keep almost a billion barrels of petroleum
underground, if the international community contributes with at least half of the opportunity cost of
exploiting the petroleum. An internationally ashistrated fund with UN participation will be created
and invested exclusively in conservation, renewable energy and social development. The proposal has
already received significant support from international institutions, European governments, NGOs and
personalities worldwide. Given the limits of petroleum reserves, the Y-&BUninitiative opens
alternatives towards sustainable development in the country, allowing a transition towards a post
petroleumsociety, and promoting ways towards human developmvihin the limits of biodiversity
conservation. This proposal, which can be replicated by other developing countries with fossil fuel
reserves in biodiverse areas, may open new alternatives foKyatst negotiations with binding
commitments for severatleveloping countries, and simultaneously addresses global warming,
biodiversity loss, deforestation, inequity and povelryaddition, Ecuador is the first country aiming
at leaving petroleum underground and hence, it aimetemitting GHGs at al(Larrea et al., 2009;
Larrea and Warnars, 2009)

The critiques upon climate change mechanisms such as CDM and REDD, as well as historical
developments and contexts of the country itself may be perceived as motivations of this ambitious



YasuntITT Initiative. The YasurdlTT Initiative may wellbe a solution to tackle climate clggnin an
environmentally just way, with certain groups no longer being disproportionately affected by global
problems and left outside international negotiations. Will these grougsahawice to be heard within
international negotiations through this initiative?

1.2  Objectives

In generalthis research aims at yielding descriptive as well as explanatory knowledge withsregard
environmental andlimate justiceThe study examines whedr the YasunITT Initiative of Ecuador
can be used a& promisingpilot project to address environmental and climate jusicethermore,
existing and proposed climate change mechanism (e.g. CDM, REDD and others) and their critiques
areregarded as intaationalmotivationsfor the creation of the Yasufif T Initiative. The critiques
upon the different climate mechanisms are related to geaspaictsas well as environmental and
climate justice issued.he history of Ecuadois perceivedasa nationalmotivationfor the initiative
andis exploredshortly by describing and explaining the interests and power relations, in historical,
current and future ewexts of international social, political, environmental and economic factors.
Developmentsn the Yasini parkare regardeds locaimotivationsof the initiative

Within the climate change regime and the climate justice debate, countries, scientists, NGOs and
others, position themselves differently. orderto execute a valid and accurate researdh, study
investigateglifferent position®f stakeholders upon the Yasufil Initiative. In addition, theamount
of participationduring the creation ofhe initiative is examined This study examines whether the
YasuniITT Initiative addresseaccuratelyenvironmental and climate justies well as relategower
imbalancesThe effectiveness and success of the YaBUhilnitiative dependglifferent factors such
as:the strength of the proposal itselie experts supporting ithe critiques and functiagmg of current
and proposed climate mechanisisd thescientificand societalegitimacy legitmacy.

The study aims at analysing and assessing whether the Ya3ulmitiative can beconsiderechs

an alternativepilot project toaddress not onlgnvronmental andtlimatejustice, but als@xisting
power imbalances Current and proposed climate change mechanisms such as the CDM and
REDD, as well as the history of Ecuador are being examinednatvationsof the initiative.
These motivations and the Yasni-ITT Initiative are carefully examined in relation to
environmental and climate justice as wellpasver imbalances

1.3 Research questions

Thegenerakesearch objective can be put into three main questions

1. To what extent, and based on whidotivatiors, does the Yaswti T Initiative not only
address environmentahd climate justice, but algeower imbalance?

2. Can the YasuHdiTT Initiative be perceived as an alternative pilot project which addresses
environmental and climate justice, as wellpasverimbalance8

Thesemainquestions lead to the following sajoestions:

- What are the different existing climate change mechanismghantitiques upon them
from an environmental and climate justice perspective?

- Which existing climate change mechanis@®ng withthe critiques upon thencan be
seen asnotivationsfor the YasumdTT Initiative?

- What historical developments inEcuadorcould have influenced the creation of the
YasuntTT Initiative?

- To what extent does the Yastmil Initiative address mvironmentaland climate justice
as well apower imbalances



1.4  Scientific relevance

This studyanalysesand applies a combination of theori#isaims to give solutions to theoretical and
practial problemsTo comprehendhe complexityof the political ad social structure of th€asunt
ITT Initiative, this researcimtegratesa broad perspectivéhat aims to contribute tie scientific body
of knowledge.

In order toexamine climate mechanisnrsrelation toenvironmentajustice,climate justice and
power imbalancesdifferenttheories araised This resarch examines environmental justicémate
changgusticeandpolitical theories which address power imbalarioescomprehensivenannerand
in relation to existing and proposed climate mechanismgijcplarly in relation to the Yaswil T
Initiative. As justice theoriesdeal with international power relationthe disadvantagegowerless
(generally impoverished people who live in marginalized areas), the empowerment of the
powerless, it is impaant to examinepower relationswith a combination of factors ofociety
economy, politics and environment, related to historical evé&hesreforethis resarch starts from the
philosophicalperspectiveof critical theory which examines power relatiobstween groups and aims
at examining different factors in a historical acoimprehensivegerspective Moreover, itwill be
apparent after chapter twthat critical theory and equitheoriesare bound to each other since they
both considerpower relatios, ethics, vaues, subjectivity and the ppession of the lesadvantaged
Drawing on critical theoryhereforeresults into an extra analygitvalue for this research.

Critical theorists (and awtructivists)seekto be recogried in the scientific comumity. However,
critical theory is more often accepted withjualitative research and guidelingsan within other
researchAdditionally, the theory is stilhot completely accepted and widely used, in contrast to other
philosophical perspectives for atucting research such as positivism and -paositivism. As such, it
may be perceived ascantribution to the scientific communitihat this researcappliesandintegrates
critical theory withenvironmental and climate equitigeories througlgualitative practical research
utilizing thecase of the Yasudll T Initiative (Crotty, 1998, Guba and Lincoln, 1994).

Effects of climate change, environmental problems, social and ecormnifits are often
unequal,which makes itsignificant to examine the thgoof environmentalnd climatejustice in
relation to this researcturthermore, e personal interest juistice theorieds an importanteason
for using his theory Environmental justice concentrate®stly on the social justicespects of Davy
(1997 and Rawlq1999).These individualstate thabftenthe poor haveto deal with environmental
burdens. Other scientists have been examining environnaerdatlimate equity inlifferentmanners
The different theories, including critical theory, are usedevelop evaluation criteria which are used
to evaluate the different climate change mechanisms on environmental and climatéMapuihez
Alier, 2002; MartinezAlier and Muradian, 2001).

Finally, political and sociascientists are searching formanations and recommendations which
deal with power relations between different levels and groups. Currently, more research concentrates
on international relations, particularly between Northern and Southern courfhesnotion of
environmental and cliate justice is spreading around the scientific community and society as a
serious and difficult issu€eThis researchgexaminesa possible solution to address environmental and
climate equitybased on the theories described above. As such, this resegrole significant for the
existing scientific body of knowledgef environmental and climate justice, as well as critical theory
(Davy, 1997; Jamiem, 2001; Low and Gleeson, 1998

1.5 Societal relevance

Climate change iurrently one of the biggest issuetebated within international negotiations
Climate change, other environmental problems and natural resource extractiatiffeaget impacts
on different levels whicheind to be distributed unequallgnd as suchtendto affect the poor the
most as thg are the least powerful group and as they genetadlly the adaptationpotential In
addition, these environmental issues not only affettireand certain groups of society, but also
cultures, health, politics aneconomiesAs such, tmate mechnismsare evaluated and criticized
more often in acomprehensivenanner and aim at reorganizilgrtain aspects within global and
national societiesAs seen above, this researekamines the functioning and critiqus climate
mechanismas well aghe historyof Ecuadoras a background and contexitihe development of the



YasuntITT Initiative. These examinatiommay be usefulo improveclimate mechanismdn addition,
they mayfunction asadditionalargumens in favour of the YasuriTT Initiative. Thus, tlis thesis
might beinteresting for the international emnunity and for those interested in environmental and
climate justiceMartinezAlier and Temper, 2008; Oilwatch, a&b 20907

1.6 Contents

The second chapteoutlines critical theoryas well asenvironmerdl and climateequity. First, it
discussegritical theory, followed by Dawy §1997), arguments for justicandRawls 6 ( 1999) soc
justice theorywith its procedural and distributive justice notions. The theories of Davy and Rawls
correlate with therguments of the environmental justice movement, which is described subsequently.
National and international politics regarding the process of allocating environmental damages in
marginalized areas (peripheralization) are explored in section 2.5. Thereafgare why henceforth
the termenvironmental equityather tharenvironmental justicés used In the same section, the term
climate equityis outlined with its principles and approaches. The chapter concludes with a series of
evaluation criteria to eVaate the climate mechanisms and the Yas$tUmilnitiative.

The thirdchapter explores the methods and methodology used in condilisingsearch, based
on the criteria described in the previous chafibe researadh s ¢ h,anetlaodstaredrframeworkea
described in subsequent sectioand issues of validity, reliabilityas well asother aspects othe
research process are discussed.

The fourth chapterpresentshe curent climate regime anids mechanisms are presentddhe
Kyoto protocol and with jtthe CDM, REDD and othexctual omproposed climate justice mechanisms
(including proposals frorBolivia, Saudi Arabia and Indone¥iare described, analysed and evaidat
in relation to the evaluation criteria.

Thefifth chapter depictghe history ofEcuador and the position of the country in the wadtld.
describeghe history of the countriy relation topolitical, social, economic and environmerfeadtors

Thesixth chapterexplores theontextand aspectsf the YasunilTT Initiative. First, theYasuni
Park, its values and threats are described as being rutatationsof the initiative. Second, the
YasuniITT Initiative, its history,its envisagedunctioning and benefits are explainda addition, the
chapterexplores the stakeholdertheir views, and their amount ofparticipationwith regardto the
initiative. The next section examinéise environmentahnd climateequity aspects of the YasuiiiT
Initiative. The chapter concludes on a section Hrewers the main research questionsvbeher the
YasunilITT Initiative can beconsideredas an alterative pilot project which addressewmt only
environmental and climate equityut also power imbalances

Finally, a short epilogue followsyhich reflects on the research and critically ousit@wthis
research was conducted, with peogl contra.



2 Theoretical Framework
2.1 Introduction

This chapter exploresot only different theoriesand viewsof critical theory, environmental justice
and equity but alsoperipheralization, environmental ragisand climate equity The first section
describes thaseven basic assumptions @ftical theory the philosphical background of this study
Sincecritical theory can b@erceivedasclosely related t@thics andustice theoriesthe thirdsection
explorestwo relevantheoriesof these aspectthose formulated by &vy and Rawls

The term environmental justicéasnot only different interpretations ancbnnotationsbut also
different movementswhich are all described isections3 and 4 The sixth section depictson the
broaderscale of environmental injustice practicd® international one. Furthermore, the sixth section
explains the theory operipheralizationthe allocation of environmentaldamages (badsh certain
areas in whictpoor, marginaized powerlessgroupsreside Due to thedifferent interpretations and
connotationsof environmental justicesection 2.7 explains thesupposely less normative and
ambiguous ternenvironmental equityenvironmental equitys related to climate change ahdseven
gained its own statuss climate equity The later, with its approaches and principlés,described in
section eight

The final sectiondescribesa framework for analyses which is ustd evaluatethe different
climate changemechanisms anché YasunilTT Initiative in relation to environmental and climate
equity. Since these criteria influence the research questtbesmain and subguestionsgiven are
rephrased

2.2 Critical Theory

Critical theory has its origin in Marxismvhose followersgelieve that humans are searching for their
identity through work and labour. Howevéiney believe that humans are alienated from their work
and each other, and thus society is not functioning corredtyxists believe that this alienation is
due tocaptalism with whichthe bourgeoisie (the owners and merchant cladspver the proletariat
(the oppressedihose who do nobwn the means of production and whose valusoiely labour in
exchange for wages. Eventuallgccording to Marxistsproletarias are all humansncluding the
bourgeoisie. To get their identity back, the ptafiats need to start protesting amdolt against the
capitalist system in order to enhance justice andlégun society. Since humans do not have real
affinity anymorewith which they make and creafmainly within developedcountrie$, this notion
cannot be applied fully onto current societies. Nowadays, humans gain their identity also through
sport, leisure, friendship and more: through multiple identities, but orhwhimtentionally similar
mechanisms apply. Furthermomeego-Marxists doubt whether justice in society is pbks when
human history has alwagentainednjustice and ineaality (Crotty, 1998; Singer, 2000).

Critical theory has beerinterpreted by different scientists Here | restrict to seven basic
epistemologicahssumptionshased orKincheloe and McLare(Crotty, 1998).

The first basic assumption is that in critical theaail thought is fundamentally mediated by
power rebtions that are sociain nature and historically constitutedCrotty, 1998, p. 157). In other
words, critical theorys based on the premise listorical realismin which reality is assumed to be
apprehendabléNeverthelessieality is not onlyshaped by social, politicatultural, economic, ethnic,
environmental, andender factordut alsoreformed into a series of structures timaty be considered,
incongruouslyas o6r eal 6 (i . e.lIn additiantfon practicdl reasonsl thetduttures afl 06 )
societyaredeald , i n t he wirua oréstoocélredliy.i ng a

The second assumption exterttie previous assumption to include the notibat facts can
never be isolated from the domain of values or removed from ideological inscrightures are
conceved as ineluctable in shaping inquiry outcomes. Even so, excluding values would not be

approved since when doing saditwoul d be i ni mi cal to the-riimtkér est

subjects, whose original (emic) constructions deserve equaldetation with those of other, more
power f ul subjects dGuiaamdfLincold 8994, m Hld)i r er (et hic) 6



The third assumption ithat the relationship between not only concept and object, but also
signifier and signified, is never stable and dften influenced by social relations of capitalist
production and consumptioé signifier is a form or symbol and signified refers to an idea that we
have with the signifier.

The fourth assumptiorstatesthat language isessentialto the constructionof subjectivity
(subjectivity in terms otonscious and unconscious awarendssgontrastto some other theoretical
perspectivesas positivism, critical theory doesnot take objectivism as a centrapistemological
startingpoint, whichis assumed to bealue free andvherean object is an object, regardless of the
awareness of estence orconnotationassociatedto it. On the contrary, ritical theory takes
subjectivismas astartingpoint wheresignificanceof objects is imposed by the subject anddbgect
makes no contribution to the generation of meanidgditionally, with subjectivism, it is assumed
that humansconstructmeaning out of something and they import tomnotationfrom somewhere
else such agheir cultural background

The fifth assurption describes thatertain groups withirany society aradvantaged over others
and this lead$o an oppression that is most forceful wineare advantagedaccept their social status
as natural, necessary or inevitable.

The sixth assumption states thapoession byhe more advantagezhn berevealedn different
ways and concern for only one form abercionat theexpenseof others can be counterproductive
due tothe connections between them.

The last assumption ihat mainstream research practi@@e generally implicatedalthough
often unintentionally; in the reproduction and transformation of social, political, cultural, economic,
ethnic, and gender oppressioftarotty, 1998 GubaandLincoln, 1994.

In response to these assumptiongjcal theorists are interested amcomprehensiveriew of social

changeand historywith cultural, pditical, economi¢ and other factorss it occurs in relation to social

struggleof societies Critical theoristsassume that theutcome oftheir research ay srve as a first

step towardaddressingand confrontingnjusticesin society Therefore the critical theory approach

has a definite norative dimension, in which the researcher aims for a transformative andechang

outcome (action based researitisteado f onl y being interested in O6kni¢
which is common forother theoreticalperspectives.Critical theorists believethat to offer an

explanaibn of how power relationgunction a comprehensiveview is needed and therefore their

aralyss draws upon studies from other paradigms, sucheagironmental justic€Clark, May 11

2009 Crotty, 1998.

2.3 Ethics and Justice

This sectionoutlines sometheoriesof justice and ethics. Firsthere is anoutline about different
arguments for juste, based oavy (1997), encompassirglite, utilitarian and social justiceln
addition, he theory of Rawlg1999) who deepenedhe theory on social justice and tritml use the
theory for the design of policies and politicsdescribed

2.3.1 Davy: three aguments forystice

Elite justice

El ite or |l i bertarian justice i s based on t he
predominantlythe powerful and rich of society, becaubeés justice notiornrestricts governmental
interventionon behalf 6thel ess f ortunat e. Al t hough Davy does

broad scale, it is possible to extend thento refer to groups, authoms institutiors, regionsandbr

countries.In the current global environmerdne can state that the UAS Europe, Japan, and other

devel oped countries are the O6strongd countries.
With elite justice, those who cortitite most to societ{the strong)enefitthe most fromhaving

liberty. The achievements of &0 s t riraimidpéls who successfully useahd took advantage of

t he mar ket ,inebtejesticéglite jsstic§ howavdr ik not necessarily blind to the fact that

individualism can harm others and that the energy from individuals can beinfsétly. Liberals do

not have confidence ia strong government, but put their faith into individuals who are supposed to



know best for them and for society. However, the government still has a pumpthee sense that

when the O6éstrongbé are prevailingo¢smtgh@e y( annede dt htel
propertiesf r om t he Opoohrodu.ghl,n Ititbheereand do believe tha
will filter down to the less fortunate (Davy, 25261).

Utilitarian justice

Utilitarian justice is associated with utilitarian thece s whi ch favour the O0most ¢
class.However, the wordmo s tad also refer to6 h e  d@fpsoctety due to the large amount of
impoverishedeoplein many nationsAdditionally, the gap betweetherich andthe pooris widening.

Uti Il itarian justice restrains the excessive US:s
Utilitarian justice can be associated with moderating liberalism in the sense that the state regulates the
market. In western countries social security plays goiant rolein this. However, herestill exists
a tension between individual and the public interests (common goods) within scaetEacethe
public interesthanges over time, it is defined in different ways by different governments. To protect
the publicinterestst oget her wi t h t h &eedom ® tpursueeindividual interests Emo st 6
restricted by social contraots the govenment, which refers toontractarian justice Some scientists
state that contractarian justice is related tiityi and the public interest is achieved when the
happiness of (and benefits for) the communityiggert han ot her 6s unb®Bdhtuonanes
of utilitarian justice concedes the sacrifice of the welfare of individuals or a group for the common

g o o(Davy, p. 263)

Social justice

Soci al justice is related to the oppression of
slaves, peasants, uneducated, coloured, women, homosexuals, minorities, vulnerable, physically or
mentally weak, tbse with low or no income (less than $2 a day), those with no special talents, or
those in another way worsefaf h an t he O mo sTt hbe oGeprnbboeéfedts developing 6 .
countries and Least Developed Countries (LD@&®)medeveloping and mndidle income countries,
suchas Chi na, I ndia, Brazil and Ecuador, maddlen al so
income and/or thbiggest groumf countries.

Social justice is in sharp contrast to elite justice sithee latterstates thathe protection of
individual interests or ppertiesi s onl y b e nef iwhichihthd veew of sohia juséice,t r o n g
increases the gap and unfairness between the 06s
and property achieversng individual wealth, but at the same time ensure injustice and poVerty.
combat these injustice issuesj wh soci al justice, one has to d
movementsre related to social justice since they fight against ideas andcpgaethich exploit the
6 p o, suclbas the civil rights movement, the feminist movement, and the environmental justice
movement. Marxists also refer to social justice by stating that capital is a social power which is for all
members of societyincluding the poor. However, acading to Davy (1998, p. 264), social justice
proponents are les®nfident about how to desigocialy just societies and institutionshe theory of
market justicestates thatthe market is supposed to enhance justice through citimpeand
distribution with social justice, the guiltyeed tobe charged and held responsible for the damages
and risks they create in poor areas (Davy, 1998; UN, 2009).

(
t

The three arguments for justice have different implicatiom the choice of policand strateg In
reverse, behind every policy and strategy lies a different justice intumescence

One of he problesmwi t h Davyés theory is that the differ
national scales, and not international ones. The inienatscale is imperative for this thesis and
thereforein the above, | related therguments to countries. Furthermore, the three different justice
mechanisms are only applied upon economic systems in the sense that justice and different groups of
society are related to monetary terms and the market. Davy does not accurately examine other
mechanisms such as social ones, which is problematic for the application of his theory upon this
researchln addition,Davy’s theory does not consider different kindgusfice although he mentions
in his article other scientists who did consider.tBiavy mentions that social justice theorists are often
very persuasive, but they are less convineiggohow institutions should be designed in a sodigst



society. As such different aspects need to be examined before operationalizing international
environmental justice for this research. In terms of different kinds of justice and a solution on how to
design instituti on sATheoryd dubtigenaink relptedsot socialgusticeRaw | s 6
be usefulhs Davy mentions as well

232 Rawl sd theory of justice

QQustice is the fir s {Rawsj1999,u8) isonke ofshe first sehtencenAf t i t ut i
Theory of JusticeRawls stateshat social istitutions refer to the practices and rules that structure
relationships and interaction among agents and actors. The moral assessment of practices between

actors and rules is the domain of Thewelfarastatej ust i c
favors HAthe pooro because it di r ec (Daw, 1998, ¢p.r e s s e s
257) . Rawls endorses O0justice as fairnessé by u:

t hat promotes the i ntogyrcangmaisly be &ppliedhoa libgrtariam societika wl s 6
andit relatesto the social justicargumenbof Davy (1998).

A Rawilsianjust society needs to minimize pain (mostly of the poor), instead of promoting
happiness among certain groups (utilitarian jestior allowing the strong to develop and triumph
(elite justice). A social order can be accepted as just if it is the outcome of a fair agreement that takes
equal account of the interests of all citizens. Governmental interventions need to start frottothe b
of sodety with a range of interventions working its way up in society towards more equality and
improving the conditions of the podn order todo so Rawls distinguished twtypes of justice:
procedural and distributiveProcedural justice refet® the process of allocaty fairness which
includes processes, policies, regulations and other political instruments. In addition, Rawls
distinguished three ideas of procedural justice: perfect procedural justice, imperfect procedural justice
and pure mcedural justice. The first examines the independent ierfi@r what constitutes a fair or
just outcome of the procedure, and a procedure that guarantees that the fair outcomes will be achieved.
The second idea relates to the first aspect of the diest, ibut then no method can guarantee that the
fair outcome will be achieved. The third idea describes circumstances with noadotemwhat
constitutes a fair or just outcome other than the procedure itself. Distributive justics teléte
outcome 6the procedural aspects of justice or fairness from a policy perspective (Anand, 2004; Davy,
1998; Rawls, 1999; Visser, 2009).

Rawls considersthé v e i | o f foridedemini@justcaaddequal outcomes. The veil of ignorance
refers to the ideal, Ippthetical situation that representatives of citizens choose their principles and
make their decisions of justice irvail of ignoranceif representatives do not know which social class
he or she will be born into, it is likely that this results in aenewen distribution of power. This can
be applied across generations. In theil of ignorancé everyone would have the same politjcal
economic and socidlenefits, including the least walff .

Therepresentativesf citizens wouldheed tochoose tw@rinciplesto achieve justice as fairness,
shown in Bx 1. If a society meets thepanciples one cannot promote justice by violatitgm The
first principle, concerning distributive justicean be referred to dke equality principle The second
principle, with two priority rules,can be referred to as thdifference principle Although, the
principleswidenthe Rawlsiantheory of justicethey alsocomplicateit to applyin practice However,
Rawls describedsix aspects which restrict justice asrmass, taking mainly the assumptions of
procedural and distributive justidato account(Davy, 1998;Hamilton, 1997;Low, 1997; Rawls,
1999; Visser, 2009).



Box 2.1: Principles and priority rules of Justice of John Rawls

First Principle
Each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive total system of equal basic liberties cq
with a similar system of liberty for all.

Second Principle
Social and economic inequalities are to be arranged so that theyttare bo

(a) to the greatest benefit of the least advantaged, consistent with the just savings principle, and
(b) attached to offices and positions open to all under conditions of fair equality of opportunity,

First Priority Rule(The Priority of Liberty)

The principles of justice are to be ranked in lexical order and therefore liberty can be res
only for the sake of liberty. There are two cases:

(a) a less extensive liberty must strengthen the total system of liberty shared by all;

(b) a less than equbberty must be acceptable to those with the lesser liberty.

SecondPriority Rule(The Priority of Justice over Efficiency and Welfare)

The second principle of justice is lexically prior to the principle of efficiency and to thg

maximizing the sum adidvantages; and fair opportunity is prior to the difference principle. T

are two cases:

(a) an inequality of opportunity must enhance the opportunities of those with the lesser
opportunity;

(b) an excessive rate of saving must on balance mitigateutden of those bearing this
hardshipo.

Sources: Rawls, 1999.

2.4  The enironmental justice movement

This section describes the environmental justice moverirerthe USA, the principles of the
movementandits roleon an internationakcale

2.4.1 TheEJmovemenin the USA

The environmental justice (EJ) movement in the USAased on the social justice (Sahd civil

rights (CR) movemens of the 1960s, as well athe theory of Rawls. Th&J movement was not
identified by scientists until the 1980s and 1990s as the actors in those movements not often used an
environmental idiom, but a social justice idiom, implying that EJ belongs more to environmental
sociology ad the study of race relations thtme nvi r onment al sciences. 0 E
consideredas a social construcin which there is a material dimension to the construction of the
environment that refers to the real, material, physical production,asuttte general surroundings of
people, nature and animals with noise, air, parks, natural resources, water, and fire. However,
environment can also b&eenin relation to anthropogenic transfaamnon of the environment, since
humanity has an impact on oemvironment (and nature), as in the case of global warriimgye are

many definitions of justiceespecially of environmental justicBome state thahe latteris about the

unequal distribution of environmental problems in disadvantage for certaial,secbnomic or

political communities With these aspects on the background, the EJ movement started in the USA
(Kruize, 2007; MainezAlier, 2002).

The EJ movement started officially in 1982 with a massive-violent protest in Warren County,
North Caolina, USA, since Governor Hump had decided to locate a dumpsite for PCB residues in the
county The countyhad 16000 inhabitania the 1980f whom 60 per cent were Africalimerican

(most under the poverty line in the USA). During the six week prd&@6tpeople were arrestezbme

of whom haccollaboraed withMartin Luther King. Despite the protest, the dumpsite e@asstructed,





































































































































































































































































